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May 2, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter
WELCOME
GATHERING SONG

I Know That My Redeemer Lives

1 I know that my Redeemer lives!
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
he lives, my ever-living head!
3 He lives to grant me rich supply;
he lives to guide me with his eye;
he lives to comfort me when faint;
he lives to hear my soul's complaint.
5 He lives to bless me with his love;
he lives to plead for me above;
he lives my hungry soul to feed;
he lives to help in time of need.
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;
he lives and loves me to the end;
he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing;
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king!
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.

GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray, O God, you give us your Son as the vine
apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and
know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
READING

1 John 4:7-21

A reading from First John:
7

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from
God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
8
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live
through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us,
and his love is perfected in us.
13
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us,
because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen
and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the
Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess
that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So
we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God,

and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world.
18
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear;
for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has
not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first
loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God
whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have
from him is this: those who love God must love their
brothers and sisters also.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL

John 15:1-8

The holy gospel according to John, chapter 15. Glory to
you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it
bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the
word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.
5
I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in
me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Don Wink

HYMN OF THE DAY

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!

Alleluia! Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!
Refrain
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!
Walking the way, Christ in the center
telling the story to open our eyes;
breaking our bread, giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain
Jesus the vine, we are the branches;
life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
heaven to earth, Christ to the people,
gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with permission under
ONE LICENSE Podcast/Streaming License #A-734702. All rights reserved.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we
bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and
answer in steadfast love.
Pause
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your
church abides in you. Cleanse us by your word and give
yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit
and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.
You rule the world with truth and grace. Give all leaders on
earth the assurance of your abiding presence, that they
lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to
serve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You have loved us so that we can love others. Use us to
express your love for all in need, especially those lacking
food, shelter, work, safety, and dignity. Sustain all who
continue to struggle with medical, social, and economic
challenges of COVID-19. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to
you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of
our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Easter Lamb who gave
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of pow’r and might,
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
The Body of Christ - Broken for you
The Blood of Christ – Shed for you
SHARING THE MEAL

Be Not Afraid

Be not afraid, sing out for joy!
Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid, sing out for joy!
Christ is risen, alleluia!
Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community Text © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE Podcast/Streaming License #A-734702. All rights reserved.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness
in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send
us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the
hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
May God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love
the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen
SENDING SONG

This Joyful Eastertide

1 This joyful Eastertide,
away with sin and sorrow!
My love, the Crucified,
has sprung to life this morrow.
Had Christ, who once was slain,
not burst his three-day prison,
our faith had been in vain.
But now has Christ arisen,
arisen, arisen, ari- - -sen.
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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PASTORAL CARE
If you have a pastoral care or prayer request please
contact one of the pastors. If you do not receive a
response within 24 hours, please use alternate
contact.
Pastor Don Wink
dwink@churchofatonement.org
224-655-7200 (direct line)
224-639-2769 (cell/text)
Pastor Sarah Stumme
sstumme@churchofatonement.org
224-655-7212 (direct line)
224-622-7019 (cell/text)
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